Chairperson
Carl A Soderstrom, MD

Chief, Medical Advisory Board
Motor Vehicle Administration

Chair-Elect
Vacant

Honorary Chairperson
Carnell Cooper, MD FACS

Prince George's Hospital Center

Board of Advisors

Meena Abraham, DrPH
Director, Center for a Healthy
Maryland

Bruce Anderson, Pharm D
Director of Operations
Maryland Poison Center

Paul R. "Bobby" Balta, Jr
Maryland State Fireman’s
Association

Carolyn J. Fowler, PhD, MPH
The Johns Hopkins University,
School of Nursing

Andrea C. Gielen, Sc.D., ScM
Center for Injury Research and
Policy, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health

Robbi Hartsock MSN, RN, PCNP
R Adams Cowley Shock Trauma
Center and American Trauma
Society, MD Division

Jon Mark Hirshon, MD MPH
Emergency Medicine

University of Maryland School of
Medicine

Cyndy Wright-Johnson MSN
RNC

Maryland Institute for Emergency
Medical Services Systems

Joy Marowski
Maryland Highway Safety Office
State Highway Administration

Pamela Southall, MD
Office of the Chief Medical
Examiner

Ida J. Williams,
Central Records Division ,
Maryland State Police

Newslettier

NOVEMBER 2007

As advertisers won’t let us
forget, the holidays are
upon us. However, the
media seems to be satu-
rated with stories of in-
jured children and recalled
toys. So what is a con-
sumer to do?

Although there are regula-
tions guiding what can be
sold on U.S. shelves and
standards that must be met
by manufacturers, some
violations are not found
until after the product has
reached the public. It is
critical that family and
friends of children be vigi-
lant consumers.

lis Time for Toy Safety: Shop Smart [Maryland

According to the Con-
sumer Product Safety
Commission Review
(Fall 2006/Winter 2007)
“...there were 202,300
toy-related injuries
treated in U.S. hospital
emergency rooms [in
2005].” Of these injuries
75% were to children
under 15 years.

Luckily there are ways to
keep our loved ones safe.
The CPSC updates its
website (Www.cpsc.gov)
daily with product re-
calls and offers a free
customizable subscrip-
tion that will update you
when products you use
are recalled.

Partnership Updates and Upcoming Events
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We must remember that even
toys that meet all necessary
standards can still pose risks
when used improperly or by
the wrong people. It is our
responsibility to ensure we
are providing our children
with age and ability appropri-
ate toys despite how ad-
vanced or intelligent we be-
lieve our children to be. Age
limits are imposed on toys
for a variety of reasons and
adhering to them is are first
line of defense. Of course
nothing beats adult supervi-
sion.

See the back of this letter for
more smart shopping tips.

®  Meeting minutes and presenta-
tions from the last quarterly
meeting (Poison Prevention)
will be available on the Part-
nership website.

e  The next Quarterly meeting is
tentatively scheduled for Feb-
ruary 5th, 2008. Please save
this date and watch for more
details in the New Year.

The Partnership
would like to wish
all of it’'s members

a safe and happy

holiday season!!

The Partnership would like to
welcome Joy Marowski as its
newest Board of Advisors Mem-
ber

As legislative session approaches,
please make the Partnership
aware of injury/violence related
bills as we will be posting them to
help our members stay informed.

e www.healthymaryland.org/safermaryland e partnership@safermaryland.come 410-767-8102



m Its Time for Toy Safety: Shop Smart

Partnership

Tips for Toy Safety from the Consumer Product Safety
Commission (CPSC):

Stay up to date on current product recalls by visiting the CPSC website at

www.cpsc.gov or by subscribing to CPSC’s custom recall announcements at the
same website. YR

Be a label reader. Always look for and heed toy labels that give age and
safety recommendations.
Select toys to suit the appropriate age, abilities, skills and interest
level of the intended child. Look for sturdy construction, such as
tightly-secured eyes, noses and other potential small parts.

« Avoid toys that have sharp edges and points for children under 8 years old

According to CPSC you should avoid the following toys as they are most likely
to cause injury to small children:

Magnets for children under age six.

Small parts for children younger than age three. &y

Ride-on Toys. If you do buy ride-on toys a helmet must also be given and
sized to fit. This is necessary for all age groups.

Projectile toys are for older children only and pose a risk of eye injury to
anyone.

Toys with chargers or adapters as they pose a risk for thermal burns.

No matter what toy you buy, remember adult supervision is most effective in
preventing injuries in children.

Don t forget to visit www.cpsc.gov for a more complete list of toy related
dangers, other ways to protect your loved ones or to report product related inju-
ries.

Resources: www.cpsc.gov www.aap.org www.usa.safekids.org
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