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MedChi Building and Osler Hall Centennial Celebration  

May 13, 2009  
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

 

Program 
  
 

Welcome and Introduction                         Allan D. Jensen, M.D. 
                                                                     President, Center for a Healthy Maryland 
       Past President, MedChi 
 
Invocation                                                       Rabbi Emeritus, Mark G. Loeb 
              Beth El Congregation of Baltimore 
 
Welcome to MedChi "Neighbors"       Allan D. Jensen, M.D. 
 
210 Years of MedChi History       George Bone, M.D. 
                                                                         Past President, MedChi 
             Past President, Prince George's Medical Society 
       Board Member, Center for a Healthy Maryland 
 
Greetings from University of Maryland     E. Albert Reece, M.D., Ph.D. 
              Dean, School of Medicine & Vice President, Medicine 
 
Greetings from Johns Hopkins University   Edward D. Miller, M.D. 
              Dean, School of Medicine              
       Chief Executive Officer, Johns Hopkins Medicine 
                                                                        
Introduction of Governmental Officials    Ronald C. Sroka, M.D. 
                                                                          President, MedChi 
              Past President, Anne Arundel Medical Society 
    
Historical Significance of MedChi Building   Johns Hopkins 
              Baltimore Heritage, Inc. 
 
History of Maryland Medicine Campaign          Meena R. Abraham, Dr.P.H. 
              Executive Director, Center for a Healthy Maryland 

                                                                         
Thomas E. Hunt, Jr, M.D. Lectureship        Lisa B. Williams  
                                                                      Executive Director, Baltimore City Medical Society 
  
Homage to Sir William Osler      Thomas E. Hunt, Jr., M.D. 
                                                                  Past President, Baltimore City Medical Society 
  
Re-Dedication of the House       His Eminence William Cardinal Keeler 
                        Fourteenth Archbishop of Baltimore 
 
 

Hosted by Center for a Healthy Maryland, Inc.,  affiliate of MedChi, The Maryland State Medical Society.  
The Center carries out educational and charitable activities to fulfill the MedChi mission to  
serve as the foremost advocate and resource for physicians, patients, and the public health. 
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Event Summary  
 
On May 13, 1909 dignitaries from the fields of medicine, clergy and government gathered to dedicate the 
MedChi Library Building and Osler Hall.  The Center for a Healthy Maryland, charitable affiliate of MedChi, 
hosted a reception and program in commemoration of the 100th anniversary of this historic event. While 
recognizing the importance of MedChiõs activities in the areas of physician advocacy, the Center 
emphasizes the Medical Societyõs goals of providing physician and patient education, promoting public 
health, and public service.  
 
More than 100 guests gathered at the MedChi Building on May 13, 2009 to honor this important date in 
the history of Maryland medicine. Those in attendance included MedChi Past Presidents and members and 
officers and members of the boards of both MedChi and the Center. Guests included prominent members 
of the faith community, state and local elected officials, and representatives from neighboring cultural 
organizations, colleges and universities. 
 
Dr. Allan D. Jensen, President of the Center for a Healthy Maryland, served as the emcee for the evening. 
The program included an invocation by Rabbi Emeritus, Mark Loeb, greetings from the Deans of the 
University of Maryland and Johns Hopkins University Schools of Medicine, greetings from elected 
officials, and the benediction and re-dedication of the MedChi Building by His Eminence, William Cardinal 
Keeler. Mr. Johns Hopkins of Baltimore Heritage Inc. spoke of the historic significance of the MedChi 
Building and Osler Hall and its importance to the local community.  
 
Dr. George Bone recounted the 210 years of MedChi history, and quoted Sir William Osler at the 
dedication of the building in 1909 when he acknowledged MedChi having  òaccomplished the task of 
maintaining that subtle force by which men of the past influence us today, that intangible, mysterious 
force, hard to define but best expressed by the words noblesse oblige ð that obligation to act in a certain 
way, to foster certain habits, to conform to certain unwritten rules,- a sacred obligation, as potent now as in 
the time of Hippocrates, the alchemy of which at once turns to gold whatever may be leaden in the new 
of today.ó  
 
The Centennial Event provided the ideal opportunity to reflect on the Medical Societyõs important role in 
protecting the health and welfare of the citizens of Maryland, and set the stage for the Centerõs launch of 
the History of Maryland Medicine Campaign. This initiative is dedicated to the preservation of the MedChi 
Library Building and its wide array of portraits and medical artifacts. The Campaign will develop 
educational programs about the history of medicine in Maryland and initiatives to improve the present and 
future health status of the community. 
 
Present at the Centennial Event were representatives from the Office of NIH History and Museum, the 
National Museum of Dentistry, and the William P. Didusch Center for Urologic History, whose expertise 
will be an invaluable resource as the Campaign evolves, culminating in the Museum of Maryland Medicine. 
The Center has thus far received two major gifts toward the Campaign: a fund to underwrite the May 13, 
2009 reception and program, and an endowment for the Thomas E. Hunt, Jr. M.D. Lectureship on the 
History of Maryland Medicine, which was announced at the event.  

The Center for a Healthy Maryland would like to thank all the speakers and participants who helped 
commemorate this historic event, and hopes that everyone will be involved in preserving the medical 
history of Maryland as the campaign moves forward. The Center also wishes to gratefully acknowledge the 
generous gift made by an anonymous donor that made the event itself possible. 
 
The Center is accepting donations to support the campaign, which includes researching, cataloging, and 
displaying items representing the history of medicine in Maryland. Please visit www.healthymaryland.org 
to make a contribution and learn more about the Centerõs programs and activities.  
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4th row: W. S. Thayer, J. A. Chatard, S. T. Earle, Jr.  3rd row: Mr. C. Perry Fisher, G. Milton Linthicum 
2nd row: J. Ruhrah, Hon. C. J. Bonaparte, C. Birnie, W. H. Welch, C. H. Frazier   

1st row (left to right): E. N. Brush, J. W. Farlow, Harvey Cushing, J. Tyson, Wm. Osler, B.W. Goldsborough (president),  
Cardinal Gibbons, A. Jacobi, R. W. Johnson, S. Weir Mitchell, J. D. Iglehart 

MedChi Library Building and Osler Hall Centennial Celebration May 13, 2009  

MedChi Library Building and Osler Hall, Building Dedication May 13, 1909  
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Invocation  
Rabbi Emeritus Mark G. Loeb  

Beth El Congregation of Baltimore  
 
The sacred tradition of medicine is the history of distinguished physicians who across the centuries have 
expanded the art and science which we honor tonight. One such person, Dr. William Osler, the first 
physician-in-chief at the Johns Hopkins Hospital, carefully, creatively and effectively transplanted the 
wisdom of European medicine to America, focusing medical education not on the professor but on the 
patient. The altar of medical education, therefore, was no longer to be the lecture podium so much as 
the bedside of those in need of healing. American medicine, as we know it today, essentially had its 
roots in Baltimore.  
 
But medicine is not just an art or a science that has evolved from the past. It is even more a philosophy 
of life, rooted in a profound love of humankind. Dr. Osler's colleague, Dr. Harry Friedenwald, in 1917 
translated a document which expresses that philosophy, a statement that has influenced generations of 
physicians, namely, The Oath and Prayer of the great Spanish physician Maimonides. His prayer is also 
ours tonight. 
 
"May I never see in the patient anything but a fellow human being. Almighty God, inspire me with love 
for my art. Help me to remember that Thou hast chosen me in Thy mercy to watch over the life and 
death of Thy creatures. As I now apply myself to my profession, support me in this great task so that it 
may benefit humankind, for without Thy help not even the least thing will succeed." 
 
Tonight, as we honor a joyous centenary, may we reaffirm our reverence for this great art of healing. To 
that prayerful hope let us say Amen. 
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