
Donald òTedó Lewers was born  

on December 16, 1934, and was 

raised in Salisbury on Marylandõs 

Eastern Shore. He left the Shore in 

1952 to attend the University of 

Maryland in College Park and 

study zoology.  

Ted Lewers left the 

University in 1954 to 

serve in the U.S. 

Army and then 

returned to the 

U n i v e r s i t y  o f 

Maryland, where he 

completed his under-

graduate, graduate 

and then medical school studies. 

He was awarded his Doctorate of 

Medicine, Cum Laude, in June of 

1964. 

Dr. Lewers served his internship at 

the University of Marylandõs 

hospital, and then did his 

residency training at Maryland 

General Hospital (now part of the 

University of Maryland Hospital 

System).  

He received a fellowship at 

Georgetown University Hospital 

in Washington, D.C. where he 

was part of the team which did 

some of the earliest kidney 

transplants, a highlight in his career.   

From 1969 to 1975, Dr. Lewers 

served as the Director of Medical 

Education and the Head of the 

Division of Nephrology at 

Maryland General Hospital. 

From 1975 until 

1996, Dr. Lewers 

was in private 

practice in Easton, 

on Marylandõs 

Eastern Shore, 

where he had 

returned to live. He 

and his wife, Pat, along with their 

three daughters, decided that the 

pace of life and the lifestyle on the 

Shore suited them. 

Dr. Lewersõ professional career 

included several significant periods 

of practicing politics, in a manner of 

speaking.  

He spent a legislative season acting 

as a lobbyist for MedChi, The 

Maryland State Medical Society, 

then as the President of that 

organization, and another year as 

the Chair of the Board of the 

American Medical Association.  
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current medical events, or 
policies that were being 
considered.  

Dr. Lewers commented on 
topics ranging from dietary 
drugs being taken off the 
market, health system 
reforms, the employment of 
physicians outside of private 
p r a c t i c e s ,  i n s u r a n c e 
regulations and reforms, the 
shortage of physicians, and 
much more. 

In Dr. Lewersô role as 
President of MedChi and the 
Chairman of the AMA, he 
was frequently asked for 
quotes for medical-related 
stories. 

He appeared in newspapers 
as diverse as the Easton Star- 
Democrat, Bloombergôs 
Business Week, Newsweek, 
Living Today, the Chicago 
Tribune, and the New York 
Times, often commenting on 

Two of the long-form stories 
featuring Dr. Lewers are in 
the University of Maryland 
School of Medicineôs 
Bulletin.  

In the Bulletin, he wrote 
about his experiences as a 
lobbyist in Annapolis,  (see 
related story) and as chair of 
the Governor of Marylandôs 
Commission on Kidney 
Disease (see above story). 

The Kidney Disease Commission 

Media Mentions  

The Kidney 

Disease 

Commission 

recognized 

advances made in 

the treatment of 

end -stage kidney 

disease, and the 

responsibility of 

the state to 

provide its 

citizens with the 

most up -to -date 

kidney treatment 

facilities.  
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Lƴ мфтмΣ 5ǊΦ [ŜǿŜǊǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ 

/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ƻŦ 

aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ YƛŘƴŜȅ 

5ƛǎŜŀǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ 

ƛƴ ǿǊƛǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ 

ǘƘŜ YƛŘƴŜȅ 5ƛǎŜŀǎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

ƛƴ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 

ŜŀǊƭȅ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ƛƴǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ 

ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝǾŜ ŀǊŜƴŀΦ  

5ǊΦ [ŜǿŜǊǎΩ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ 

ƛƴ ƪƛŘƴŜȅ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎ 

ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǇƛǉǳŜŘ ōȅ 

Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ŀǘ 

aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΣ 5ǊΦ CǊŀƴƪ 

.ƻǊƎŜǎΦ IŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ 

ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜǇƘǊƻƭƻƎȅ ǳǎŜŘ 

ŀƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΣ ōǳǘ 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘƴŜȅΦ  

5ǊΦ [ŜǿŜǊǎ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ƻŦ 

aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΣ aŀǊǾƛƴ aŀƴŘŜƭΦ 5ǊΦ 

[ŜǿŜǊǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ 

aŜŘƛŎŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ IŜŀŘ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ bŜǇƘǊƻƭƻƎȅ ŀǘ 

aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ ŀǘ aŜŘ/ƘƛΣ 

ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴ ƻŦ 

ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƻǊǎΦ  

¢ƘŜ ŜƴŀŎǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ƎŀǾŜ 

aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ 

ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ƴŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ 

ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǇŀǝŜƴǘǎ ǎǳũŜǊƛƴƎ 

ŦǊƻƳ ƪƛŘƴŜȅ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΦ  

¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ 

ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ 

ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ƻƴƭȅ р҈ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊƻǎǎ ŀŘƧǳǎǘŜŘ 

ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ 

Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǊŜΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ 

ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ 

ƻŦ ōŀƴƪǊǳǇǘŎȅΦ ά¢ƘŜ ŎƛǝȊŜƴǎ 

ƻŦ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 

ǇŀǳǇŜǊƛȊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦέ 

¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ YƛŘƴŜȅ 5ƛǎŜŀǎŜ 

/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфтм  

ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ƛƴǘƻ ƭŀǿ ƛƴ 

Wǳƭȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ  

¢ƘŜ YƛŘƴŜȅ 5ƛǎŜŀǎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ 

ǎǝƭƭ ƛƴ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  



In 1986, when Dr. Ted Lewers was the 
President-Elect of MedChi. The 
organizationôs Executive Director, Jack 
Sargeant died unexpectedly. His death 
created an unforeseen opportunity for 
Dr. Lewers.  

Before his death, Sargeant had asked 
Dr. Lewers if he would consider taking 
a leave of absence from his practice to 
work with Elza Davis, MedChiôs 
professional lobbyist in Annapolis.  

After consideration, Dr. Lewers 
accepted this offer, and when the 1987 
Legislative Session started in January, 
he was there to lobby on MedChiôs 
behalf.  

This was to be a critical year for 
physicians and medicine in Annapolis. 
The malpractice crisis required medical 
expertise that was not readily available 
among known lobbyists. Since 1972, 
Dr. Lewers had been in and out of 
Annapolis to testify and make himself 
known to the legislators, so he had 
both the contacts and the knowledge. 

The following are excerpts from the 
article which Dr. Lewers wrote for the 
UMMS Bulletin (1987) and the 
Maryland Medical Journal. 

Lƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƻǊǎ ƭƛƪŜŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ 

ŀ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴ ƭƻōōȅƛǎǘ ƛƴ !ƴƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΦ 5ǊΦ 

[ŜǿŜǊǎ ǿŀǎ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǝƳŜǎΦ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ 

ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƻǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ŀǎ ŀ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŬǊǎǘƘŀƴŘ 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀǎ ǘƻ Ƙƻǿ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝƻƴ 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀũŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

ǇǊŀŎǝŎƛƴƎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴΦ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƻǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΤ 

ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴΣ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ŀ 

Řŀƛƭȅ ōŀǎƛǎΣ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀƴ  ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 

ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƴƻǘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ  

¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘŜǎǝƳƻƴȅ ƛǎ ōǊƛŜŦ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ 

ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƻƴŜϥǎ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻƴŎƛǎŜ 

ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǝƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ 

ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ Ƙŀƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŶŎŜǎ ƻŦ !ƴƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 

Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 

ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǝƻƴ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƛŜǿǇƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘ 

ŎƭŀǊƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿΦ 

/ƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΣ ǾŜǊȅ 

ƭƛǧƭŜ ƛǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ !ƴƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΦ 

5ǊΦ [ŜǿŜǊǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ŘƛŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ 

ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƻǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ 

ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǎǝǘǳŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƪƴŜǿΦ 

LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ 

ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎΦ tƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ Ƴǳǎǘ 

ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ 

ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ŀǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝǾŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ 

aŜŘ-/Ƙƛ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴŜ ŎƭƛŜƴǘτǘƘŜ 

ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ƻŦ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘτŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ 

ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 

ŀǎǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ 

ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ aŜŘ/Ƙƛ 

Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎƻŎƛŜǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ  

aŜŘ/ƘƛΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ƻƴ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ōŀǎƛǎ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝǾŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǝƳŜ ƛƴ !ƴƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΣ 

ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŀǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ 

ƭƻōōȅƛǎǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ   ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎƛǾŜ 

ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ 

ŎŀǊŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΦ  

LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 

ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ Ƴǳǎǘ 

ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ 

¢ƘŜȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŎƭƛŎƘŞΣ ǿŜ 

ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǝŜƴǘǎΩ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎΦ LŦ ǿŜ 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǝŜƴǘǎΩ 
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ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƻ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜǎ ŀǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǘƻǊǘ ǊŜŦƻǊƳ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфут ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ 

ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 5ǊΦ 

[ŜǿŜǊǎΩ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪΦ   

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ 5ǊΦ [ŜǿŜǊǎ 

ǎŀȅǎ ƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΗ IŜ 

ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǿŀȅǎ 

ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΣ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴΩǎ ǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ άaƻǎǘ 

ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ 

ǘƻ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǿƘƻ 

Ŏŀƴ Ǉǳǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎ ƻƴ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜΦέ 

!ǎ ŀ ƭƻōōȅƛǎǘΣ 5ǊΦ [ŜǿŜǊǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ 

ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ 

ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƪŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǝŜƴǘ 

ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘΦ IŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ 

ƻŦ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ 

ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ 

ŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  

5ǊΦ [ŜǿŜǊǎΩ ǝƳŜ ƛƴ !ƴƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ 

ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 

ŎŀǊŜŜǊΦ 



When Dr. Lewers assumed the 

presidency of MedChi in 1986, he sat 

down with Ann Wintress, then the 

editor of the Maryland Medical 

Journal, for a one-on-one discussion of 

what his presidency would be like. 

We have excerpted some of this article, 

as well as his Presidential acceptance 

speech from April 26, 1986. 

 

5ƻƴŀƭŘ ά¢ŜŘέ [ŜǿŜǊǎΣ aΦ5Φ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

ǿŜǊŜ ǘǿƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ 

ƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜƴǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

ŜǊƻǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴ-ǇŀǝŜƴǘ 

ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ōȅ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ-

ŎŀǊŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŀũŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ 

ƻŦ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΦ 

IŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ 

ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǿŜŘƎŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǝŜƴǘΦ 

άLƴ ŀ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴ-ǇŀǝŜƴǘ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇΣ ŀ 

ǇŀǝŜƴǘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǎǳƛƴƎ ƳŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǇŀǝŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ 

ǎǳŜ ƳŜΦέ 

DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ 

ƻŦ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ 

ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ŎǊǳƳōƭŜΦ άLŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƛǎ 

ƴƻǘ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 

ǇŀƛŘ ŦƻǊΦ .ǳǘ ǿƘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜǎ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ 

ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜΚέ 

/ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ 

ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ 

ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎǎ ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƴŜ 

ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƻƭŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎ 

ŘƛŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

άwŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ 

ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ ǳǇ-ǘƻ-

ŘŀǘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦέ  

ά! ōǳǊŜŀǳŎǊŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǎƻ ōǳǎȅ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ 

ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŎŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ 

Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΣ Ƙƛǎ ƳƛǎǘǊŜǎǎΦ IŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪŜ 

ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǘƻ 

ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƭŜƊ 

ǳƴŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŎŀǊŜ 

ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƻƴƭȅ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǎǘΦ 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ 

ƛǎǎǳŜΦέ 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƛǎǎǳŜ 5ǊΦ [ŜǿŜǊǎ 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 

ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΦ Lƴ мфусΣ 

ƛǘ Ŏƻǎǘ ϷнпΣллл ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 

ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ όƛǘ ƴƻǿ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƳƻǊŜ 

ǘƘŀƴ ϷрлΣллл  ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ǘǳƛǝƻƴ 

ŀƭƻƴŜύΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  ²Ƙƻ 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀũƻǊŘ ƛǘΚ 

Lƴ мфусΣ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ 

ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƪƴƻǿƴΦ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ŜƴǝǝŜǎ 

ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƛƴ ƭǳǊƛƴƎ ǇŀǝŜƴǘǎ 

ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ 

ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΦ tƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ  

ƴŜǾŜǊ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊ 5ǊΦ [ŜǿŜǊǎ 

ǎŀƛŘΣ άIƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŦǳƴŎǝƻƴ 

ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ 

ŦǳƴŎǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎΦέ 

President of MedChi 1986 to 1987 

Only a physician 

can define 

quality of care.  

A bureaucrat 

who has never 

practiced 

medicine has no 

idea about 

quality of care.  
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