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Charles Frederick Wiesenthal 
(1726-1789) 
 
This Prussian immigrant who served as Frederick the 

Greatôs physician led early attempts to organize physicians 

in Maryland. He shocked the public by introducing cadaver 

dissections to medical students at his Anatomical School in 

Baltimore, at one point inciting angry mobs to attack the 

school and snatch the corpse from under the assembled 

students. 



John Archer  (1741-1810)  
 
John Archer was born at Churchville, Maryland May 5, 1741. He 

received his A.B. from Princeton in 1763. He studied theology 

and became a Presbyterian minister. He studied medicine with 

Dr. John Morgan and attended the College of Medicine in 

Philadelphia, the forerunner of the University of Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Archer practiced in Delaware from 1765-1768 and received 

his M.B degree June 21, 1768 in a class of 10 making him the 

first medical graduate in America. He began his practice in 

Harford County Maryland in 1769. He was one of the founders 

of the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty. He was a Major of Upper 

Battalion of Harford County in 1776. Dr. Archer was a 

Presidential Elector in 1796 and a member of Congress from 

1801 to 1807. Between 1786 and 1800 he trained fifty students in 

medicine at his place, ñMedical Hallò. He was of above average 

size possessing great bodily strength and courage. He did not 

shrink from controversy and his sarcasm could be withering.  

 

While in portraiture he is depicted as stern, however, his heart 

was kind. He died in Harford County September 28, 1810.  



Samuel Stringer [sic] Coale 
(1754-1798)  

 

Samuel Stringer Coale was born in Maryland March 9, 

1754. He attended medical lectures in Philadelphia and 

entered practice in Baltimore in 1775. He was involved 

in the manufacture of saltpeter. In 1789 he was 

appointed physician to the Almshouse. He died in 

Baltimore on September 19, 1798.  

 

His portrait [61.326.1] was painted by George B West 

and was a gift from Mrs. Francis T. Redwood.  



John B. Davidge  
(1768-1820) 

 
John B. Davidge, MD, was the founder and first dean of the College 

of Medicine of Maryland, now the University of Maryland School of 

Medicine. Constructed in 1812, Davidge Hall was named for John B. 

Davidge, and remains the oldest medical school building in 

continuous use in this country.  



Nathaniel Potter (1770-1843)  
 

Nathaniel Potter was a physician, born in Caroline County, 

Maryland. He graduated from the medical department of the 

University of Pennsylvania in 1796, and settled in Baltimore. In 

1807, Dr. Potter, along with, with Dr. John B. Davidge helped in 

the founding of the College of Medicine of Maryland, which in 

1812 became the medical department of the University of 

Maryland. He was a professor of the theory and practice of 

medicine and a dean in 1814. Dr. Potter was physician to the 

Baltimore general dispensary in 1803, and secretary of the 

Medical and Chirurgical Faculty in 1802-1809.  

 

He was a collaborator of the "American Journal of the Medical 

Sciences," in 1811 edited the " Baltimore Medical and 

Philosophical Lyceum," a quarterly periodical, and in 1839-1843 

was co-editor of the " Maryland Medical and Surgical Journal." 

Besides numerous medical papers, he issued "Medical Properties 

and Deleterious Qualities of Arsenic" (Baltimore, 1805) ; "A 

Memoir on Contagion, more especially as it respects the Yellow 

Fever" (1818) ; and "On the Locusta Septentrionalis" (1839); and 

he edited, with notes, critical , rod explanatory, John Armstrong's 

"Practical Illustrations of the Typhus Fever" (Baltimore, 1821), 

also, with Samuel Calhoun, two editions of George Gregory's " 

Elements of Theory and Practice of Medicine" (2 vols., 

Philadelphia, 1826-'9).  



Ashton Alexander (1772-1855) 
 
Born near Alexandria, Virginia in 1772, he was a student of Dr. 

Philip Thomas of Frederick, Maryland and received his M.D. from 

the University of Pennsylvania in 1795. He first settled in North 

Carolina but moved to Baltimore in 1796. He was a founding 

member of the MedChi, The Maryland State Medical Society in 

1799 and served as its first secretary from 1799 to 1801, treasurer 

from 1801 to 1803 and Provost of the University of Maryland from 

1837 to 1850. He married first to the daughter of Dr. Philip Thomas 

then married his second wife, Sarah Rogers Merryman (1784-1856). 

He was a charter member of the Eastern Dispensary in Fells Point. 

He was often described as ña grand old man with magnificent 

physique; wore knee and shoe buckles and stockings, and carried a 

gold-headed cane; fond of dinners and society.ò He died at Baltimore 

in February, 1855 and was the last surviving charter member of the 

Medical and Chirurgical Faculty.  

 

His portrait [61.313.1] was painted by Phillip Tillard or Tilyard  


